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For many, the church is a          

Christian’s spiritual home on 

earth. They become members of 

the Body of Christ through    

baptism, are confirmed,  married 

and ultimately enter eternal life 

with the prayers of their parish.  

Church interment provides a 

permanent link  between the    

deceased and their place of    

worship while enabling their   

surviving family members, 

friends and fellow worshippers to 

pay frequent respects.        

Another practical consideration 

is that cremation and inurnment 

in a columbarium is less expen-

sive than burial in a cemetery.  

Why Inurnment? 
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FOR MORE INFORMATION  

If you are interested in reserving a 
niche or would like more             
information about the Columbarium 
at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church please complete the               
information below and drop it in the 
collection basket or mail it to the 
church office.  You will be            
contacted by a member of the           
Church staff. 

Please contact me with more infor-
mation about the Columbarium. 

Name: _________________________ 

Address: _______________________ 

_______________________________ 

Email: _________________________ 

Phone: _________________________ 

Alt Phone: ______________________ 

The  

Columbarium 



Jesus said: “I am the resurrection. If anyone believes in me, even 

though he dies he will live, and whoever lives and believes in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?”  

John 11:25  

The word “columbarium” is derived 

from “columba”, the Latin for dove-

cote, a compartmented house where 

doves, the symbol of God’s Spirit 

and Peace, come to roost. In     

modern terms, a columbarium is a 

consecrated structure used for the 

inurnment of the deceased ashes 

after cremation.  

 

The Columbarium serves as an    

appropriate place for earthly remains 

of any of St. John the Baptist    

Catholic Church parishioner and their 

eligible family members. Members of 

other Parishes that are current,   

active, contributing, registered   

members of area Catholic Churches 

may purchase a niche as well.  

 

There seems to be no more fitting 

place for the remains of a Christian 

than a columbarium within his or her 

church. Set in the peaceful          

surrounding of the church structure, 

it is also a place for quiet meditation 

and prayer. The Columbarium will be 

located on the grounds of St. John 

the Baptist Catholic Church next to 

the Rectory. 

What is the teaching of the 
Catholic Church in regard to  
cremation? In 1963, the Catholic 
Church approved cremation for 
Catholics.  The Catholic Church   
permits the cremation of the       
deceased, with the understanding 
the practice now undertaken is not 
from any disbelief in the resurrection 
of the body, but on account of     
financial or other pastoral considera-
tions  

How will the Columbarium be 
funded?  The Columbarium will be 
funded from the building fund and niche 
sales.  

How were the Columbarium  
policies established? A           
Columbarium committee comprised 
of Father Bryan; Deacon Dan;    
Deacon Greg; a Finance Committee 
representative; a Pastoral Council 
representative; a Building Committee 
representative; and two at-large   
Parish members was formed.  

What is the cost of the niche? 
The cost of a niche is $2,700.00  

How are niches assigned?    
Niches will be assigned on a “first 
come first served basis.”  

How is “eligible family   
members” defined? Eligible 
family members are limited to the 
spouse, children, grandchildren, 
parents, grandparents, and     
siblings of the purchaser.  

How do I make arrange-
ments for cremation?         
Arrangements for cremation are 
made through a funeral home or 
other places that provide        
cremation services.   

How will the grounds be 
maintained?  The Church will 
arrange for maintenance of the 
Columbarium and Memorial    
Garden.  

May I provide my own urn? 
Yes, you are to purchase your 
own urn.  The appropriate size 
urn must fit into the niche which 
inside measurements are 11-5/8” 
x 11-5/8”.  

How do I make arrange-
ments for the funeral?  Your 
first contact should be with 
the office staff at St. John the 
Baptist Catholic Church.   

 

What is a 
Columbarium? 


