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Introduction 
 
On the left wall of the Chapel at Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church in Madison, AL there is a collection of 
relics. These relics were gifted to the church through the generosity of Linda Morton, a long-time parishioner. 
Linda remembers these being in her childhood home. She recalls them situated at the foot of a statute of the 
Infant Jesus of Prague. They were collected by her ancestors. When her mother died Linda took them into her 
possession. After the chapel was added on to the church Linda offered the relics as a gift to the pastor Rev. 
Philip Kennedy. Fr. Kennedy enlisted the wood working skills of the parishioner, Wayne Sovocool, who 
constructed the present display. 
 
From left to right there are the relics of St. Albert the Great, Saint Anthony of Padua, St. Gerard of Majella, St. 
John the Baptist, St Mary Magdala, St Maria Goretti, and St. Therese of the Child Jesus. Seven in total with the 
authentication documents in Latin and an English translation, from the Holy See.  
 
In Catholic theology sacred relics are neither to be worshipped or adored, those acts are reserved only for God. 
As Saint Jerome famously declares, “We do not worship, we do not adore, for fear that we should bow down to 
the creature rather than the Creator, but we venerate the relics of the martyrs in order to better adore Him 
whose martyrs they are.”  
 
This work is a compilation of hagiographies, litanies, and liturgical prayers. The hagiographies are excerpted 
from two classic sources, namely Butler’s Lives of the Saints and the Golden Legend. The Litanies are from a 
collection of Litanies published for private use. The liturgical prayers are those found in the current Roman 
Missal. It is presented to you for your education and prayerful veneration.  
 
As the Great Litany of the Saints concludes,  “All holy men and women pray for us!” 
 



 

 

4                                                                                                                                                                                  Saints of the Chapel 

SAINTS OF THE CHAPEL 
 

Saint Albert the Great,  

Bishop and doctor of the Church 
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Albert was born in 1206 at his family’s castle at Lauingen on the Danube.  Little is known about his upbringing or his early 
years. He is first mentioned when he became a postulant in the Dominican Order, at the age of 17. He was a student at the 
University of Padua.  When his father heard of his membership in this new mendicant order, he planned to have Albert 
snatched and brought home. Fortunately, that did not occur.  Albert began his academic career in the city of Cologne, 
Germany. From there he went on to various   university cities to include Regensburg, Strasbourg, and others. Eventually he 
found himself at the University of Paris where he earned his master’s degree in theology.  In 1248 he founded the 
Dominican’s new school in Cologne. One of his students was a younger Dominican friar called Thomas Aquinas. 
 
The writings of St. Albert fill 48 volumes and cover not only biblical and theological treatises but works in natural science. He 
was considered an authority in physics, geography, astronomy, mineralogy, chemistry, and biology. As a geographer he 
traced the mountain ranges of Europe, explained the influence of latitude and longitude on climate and argued the earth to 
be spherical in shape. As a philosopher he Christianized the works of Aristotle and founded the principles of the Scholastic 
system of theological inquiry 
Albert was known as the “the Universal Doctor” because of the wide breadth of his knowledge. It was said of him, by his 
contemporaries, that he was “a man no less than godlike in all knowledge so that he may fitly be called the wonder and 
miracle of our age.”  
 
Among his many skills was that of mediator between disputing parties.  He was particularly successful in overcoming the 
prejudices against the mendicant religious orders (Franciscans, Dominicans, Trinitarians, Mercedarians) at the University of 
Paris. Thus, allowing Thomas of Aquinas and Bonaventure to receive their titles. While in Rome defending the mendicant 
orders, he was made bishop of Regensburg. He ruled as bishop for two years. It seems he had many enemies objecting to his 
reforms. Thus, he retired from the See returning to his school in Cologne.  
 
On his way to participate in the Council of Lyon (1271-1274) he heard of the death of his student Thomas Aquinas. At the 
council he worked for the reunion of the Eastern churches thorough a peaceful process of reconciliation. Thus, reversing 
some of the ill effects of the Great Western Schism of 1054. 
 
A tradition says that Our Lady appeared to him and offered him the gift of great knowledge-either human or divine. When he 
chose the former, she granted it, but told him that because he had not chosen the knowledge of divine things, the gift would 
be retracted before his death. In 1278 it was noted that his memory was failing. He returned to Cologne and died peacefully 
in his chair among his brethren on November 15, 1280. 
 
Albert’s road to the honors of the altar was of long duration. He was beatified in 1622.  The canonical process languished 
until his cause was renewed by German bishops in 1872 and again in 1927. However, it was not until December 16, 1931 
that Pius XI proclaimed Albert the Great to be a Doctor of the Church, simultaneously making him a saint whose feast day is 
observed through the Western church.   It has been said, “throughout Albert’s writing there are frequent signs that his whole 
life was one of remarkable holiness, but there were also signs that as long as he wielded a pen he fell short of the saintly 
suppression of self. It is not until Albert has laid aside his pen and taken to expressing his profoundest thoughts in tears that 
we feel ourselves in the presence of a candidate for canonization.”  
 
In the decretal granting him the status of Doctor of the Church, Pius XI states, “Saint Albert had that rare and divine gift, 
scientific instinct, in the highest degree. . .he is exactly the saint whose example should inspire the present age, which so 
ardently seeks peace and is so full of hope in its scientific discoveries.” 
 
Albert the Great is the patron of students of the natural sciences, his memorial day is November 15.  
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Lord, have mercy on un us 
 Christ, have mercy on us 
 
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ, hear us. 
 
 Christ graciously hear us. 
 
God the Father of heaven, 
 Have mercy on us 
 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world. 
 Have mercy on us. 
 
God the Holy Spirt, 
 Have mercy on us. 
 
Holy Trinity, One God, 
 Have mercy on us 
 
Holy Mary, pray for us 
 
Holy Mother of God, pray for us 
 
Holy Virgin of Virgins, pray for us 
 
St. Albert, pray for us 
 
Man, after the heart of God, pray for us 
 
Zealous client of Mary, pray for us 
 
Worthy son of Saint Dominic, pray for us 
 
Mighty defender of the faith, pray for us 
 
Solid rock of hope, pray for us 
 
Burning seraph of love, pray for us 
 
Enlightened cherub of wisdom, pray for us 
 
Valiant defender of justice, pray for us 
 
Sure, norm of prudence, pray for us 
 
Bright mirror of temperance, pray for us 

 
Unshakable pillar of fortitude, pray for us. 
 
True model of obedience, pray for us 
 
Living model of humility, pray for us 
 
Shining example of poverty, pray for us 
 
Pure lily of chastity, pray for us 
 
Precious vessel of all virtues, pray for us 
 
Zealous imitator of the Apostles, pray for us 
 
Bright gem of Bishops. pray for us 
 
Singular ornament of doctors, pray for us 
 
Special glory of the Order, pray for us 
 
Golden treasure of thy fatherland, pray for us 
 
Certain protector of thy clients, pray for us 
 
In anguish and in need, pray for us 
 
In tribulation and in persecution, pray for us 
 
In the hour of death, pray for us. 
 
 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
 Spare us, O Lord 
 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world, 
 Graciously hear us o Lord 
 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world, 
 Have mercy on us 
Christ, have mercy on us, 
 Lord have mercy on us 
 
Pray for us Saint Albert, 
That we made be made worthy of the promises of Christ 

 
O, God who richly adorned Saint Albert with Thy heavenly gifts and decorated him with all virtues, grant us, thy servants that we 

may follow in his footsteps, and persevere in thy service until death and may we securely obtain an everlasting reward through 
Jesus Christ, thy son, Our Lord.  

Litany of St. Albert the Great 
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Liturgical Prayer 
 
Collect for November 15 
O, God who made the bishop, Saint Albert, great by his joining of human wisdom to divine faith, grant, we pray, that we may 
so adhere to the truths  he taught, that through progress in learning we may come to a deeper knowledge  and love of you. 
 
Prayer over the Offerings from the Common of Doctors of the Church 
May the sacrifice which we gladly present on the feast day of Saint Alfred the Great. Be pleasing to you, O God, for taught by 
him, we, too, give ourselves entirely to you in praise. 
 
Prayer after Communion from the Common for the Doctors of the Church 
Through Christ the teacher, O Lord, instruct those you feed with Christ the Living Bread, that on the feast day of Saint Albert 
the Great, they may learn your truth and express it in works of charity. 
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SAINTS OF THE CHAPEL 

Saint Anthony of Padua,  

Priest and Doctor of the Church 
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Anthony of Padua was a Portuguese national by birth.  In 1195 he was born in Lisbon. At his Baptism he was named Ferdinand. His 
parents, noble Portuguese, had him educated by the clergy of the Cathedral of Lisbon. At the age of 15 he entered the Order of Saint 
Augustine as a canon regular. Two years later he transferred from Lisbon to the priory at Coimbra. The reason for his transfer was to 
avoid the distraction caused by the many visits of friends and relatives. 
 
While at Coimbra he devoted himself to study and prayer.  It is said that he had an unusually retentive memory which resulted in his 
extraordinary knowledge of Scripture.  In the eighth year of his living at the monastery of the Holy Cross, Ferdinand heard of the 
martyrdom of a group of Franciscans. Their relics had been brought from Morocco, the place of their martyrdom, to Portugal. This 
experience engendered in Ferdinand a desire to lay down his life for Christ, which he knew could not come if he remained attached to 
the cathedral as he was.  Thus, he asked for and received permission to transfer to the Franciscan Order in 1221. It was then that he 
took his religious name, Anthony, who was the patron of the chapel where he donned the habit of the Order of Friars Minor. 
 
Shortly, thereafter he began his journey to Morocco with the goal of preaching the Gospel to the Moors (Muslims). Unfortunately, 
upon his arrival he became so ill and incapacitated he was forced to return to Europe.  A storm forced his returning ship off course, so 
he found himself in Messina on the island of Sicily. He made his way to Assisi to attend a general chapter of the Franciscan Order, 
the last general meeting that Francis himself attended.  
 
At the close of the chapter Anthony took residence in Forli Italy.  Though sickly, he served his brother friars as a dishwasher and pot 
scrubber.  Serendipitously, there was to be an ordination of Franciscans and Dominicans, which Anthony attended as an observer. 
However, none of the elders of either order were prepared to preach. Anthony was urged to come forward and speak what the Holy 
Ghost (Spirit) would put in his mouth. He was hesitant but obedient. His words were said to be so eloquent and impressive that he 
was called to go out to preach throughout Lombardy and Romagna. He was known to have converted many of the heretics 
expounding a number of unorthodox beliefs, in the region. 
 
As a result of his success he was made lector of theology, the first member of his order to take on this post. Francis, himself 
confirmed this appointment by letter saying, “To my dearest brother Anthony. Brother Francis sends greetings in Jesus Christ. I am 
well pleased that you should read sacred theology to the friars provided that such study does not quench the spirit of holy prayer and 
devotion to our rule.” 
 
After the death of Francis in 1226, Anthony acted as an envoy between various factions that were emerging from within the 
Franciscan order.  It was Pope Gregory IX who eventually released Anthony from his office as lector of theology to pursue his 
preaching. The Pope ‘s opinion of Anthony’s knowledge of Scripture was of such high regard that he called him “the Ark of the 
Testament.” Anthony’s eloquence, power of persuasion and personality overfilled the churches. His preaching, “brought hardened 
criminals, heretics, and sinners to their knees in confession and conversion.” 
 
After he was named to be the provincial leader of the Franciscans in Northern Italy Anthony took up residence in the city of Padua.  
His sermons rehabilitated the people, settled quarrels, led authorities to liberate prisoners, and reform unjust usury laws. In the spring 
of 1231, he grew tired and retreated from the city of Padua to regain his strength, however, it soon became evident that his life was 
ebbing. He asked to be brought back to Padua. His life journey ended before they were able to enter the city.  At the age of 36 on 
June 13, 1231 he died. His remains were ceremoniously brought to Padua where they remain to this day, highly venerated.  
 
One year after his death he was canonized. In 1946 he was declared a Doctor of the Church by Pius XII. Volumes are filled with tales 
of his miraculous intercession. One such story was of a novice who had run away with a valuable psalter St. Anthony was using. 

Anthony prayed for its return and the runaway novice was compelled to do so.  Thus, he is often invoked to find lost items.  He is 
most often pictured holding the Infant Jesus in one arm and a white lily in his other hand. He is the patron of the poor. Alms given to 
obtain his intercession have been called “St. Anthony’s Bread” since 1890. He is also the protector of orphans, prisoners, 
shipwrecked persons, pregnant woman, sterile woman, women seeking husbands, sick children, glaziers, and conscripts (draftees). 
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Lord, have mercy on us 
 Christ have mercy on us 
Lord have mercy on us, Christ hear us 
 Christ graciously hear us. 
God the father of heaven, 
 Have mercy on us 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
 Have mercy on us. 
Holy Trinity, one God 
 Have mercy on us. 
Holy Mary, pray for us 
 
St, Anthony of Padua, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, glory of the Friars Minor, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, ark of the Testament, pray for us 
 
St, Anthony, sanctuary of heavenly wisdom, Pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, destroyer of worldly vanity, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, conqueror of impurity, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, example of humility, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, lover of the Cross, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, martyr of desire, pray of us  
 
St. Anthony, generator of charity, pray of us 
 
St Anthony zealous for justice, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, terror of infidels, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, model of perfection, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, consoler of the afflicted, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony restorer of lost things, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, defender of innocence, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony liberator of prisoners, pray for us 
 
 

St. Anthony, guide of pilgrims, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, restorer of health, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, performer of miracles, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony restorer of speech to the mute, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, restorer of hearing to the deaf, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, restorer of sight to the blind, pray for us 
 
St. Anthony, disperser of the devil, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, reviver of the dead, pray for us 
 
St Anthony, tamer of tyrants, pray for us. 
 
From the snare of the devil, 
 St Anthony, deliver us 
 
From thunder, lightning, and storms 
 St. Anthony deliver us 
 
From all evil of body and soul 
 St Anthony deliver us 
 
Through thine intercession 
 St Anthony, protect us. 
 
Through the course of life 
 St Anthony, protect us. 
 

Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
 Spare us, O Lord 
 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world  
            Graciously hear us, O lord 
 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world  
                  Have mercy on us 
 
St. Anthony, pray for us 
 That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ 

 
 

 Litany of Saint Anthony of Padua 

O My God may the pious commemoration of Saint Anthony, thy confessor and doctor give joy to thy Church, that she may ever be 
strengthen with thy spiritual assistance, and merit to attain everlasting Joy.  
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Liturgical Prayer 

 
Collect for June 13 
Almighty, ever-living God, who gave Saint Anthony of Padua to your people as an outstanding preacher and intercessor in their need, grant that 
with his assistance as we follow the teachings of the Christian life, we may know your help. 
 

Prayer over the offering for the Common of doctors of the Church 
As we celebrate the divine mysteries, O, Lord, we pray, may the Holy Spirit fill us with that light of faith by which he constantly enlightened Saint 
Anthony of Padua for the spreading of your glory. 
 

Prayer after Communion for the Common of Doctors of the Church 
Refreshed by heavenly food, we humbly implore you, O, Lord that, attentive to the teaching of Saint Anthony of Padua we may abide at all times in 
thanksgiving for the gift we have received. 



 

 

12                                                                                                                                                                                  Saints of the Chapel 

SAINTS OF THE CHAPEL 

 

Saint Gerard Majella, Religious 
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St. Gerard was born in the village of Muro, 50 miles south of Naples, in 1726. He was the son of a tailor.  His mother said of him, after his 
death, “My child’s only happiness was in church on his knees before the Blessed Sacrament. He would stop there till he forgot it was dinner 
time. In the house he prayed all day, He was born for heaven.”  At the age of ten he was given the unique privilege to receive holy 
communion every other day. Frequent reception of communion was not a common practice in his day. 
 

Upon the death of his father he was apprenticed to another tailor. His fellow journeymen treated him roughly because they were 
exasperated by young Gerard’s patience and docility. After completing his apprenticeship Gerard attempted to join the local Capuchins. He 
was refused entry because he was too young and delicate.   He became a servant to the Bishop of Lacedogna. The bishop was an 
intemperate man who treated Gerard with little consideration and kindness. When the ill-tempered bishop died in 1745 Gerard returned 
to his hometown to set up a tailor shop. He lived with and provided for his mother and three sisters.  From his earnings he gave one third 
to his mother, one third as alms to the poor and one third as stipends for Masses to be said for the souls in purgatory.  He was often found 
to be in prayer at the Cathedral in the middle of the night.  
 

At the age of 23 he heard of a mission given by priest of the then newly founded Congregation of the Holy Redeemer. These 
Redemptorists, as they were known, were founded by St. Alphonsus Liguori in 1749. They were specifically to preach to the people of 
Naples and the surrounding area of Campania.  Gerard asked to be admitted to the Congregation as a lay brother. His admission was 
resisted not only by the Congregation but his mother and sisters as well.  However, with persistence, he was finally allowed to enter one of 
the houses. The letter that supported his admission referred to him as a “useless brother.”  
 

At his monastery he worked diligently in the garden and the sacristy.  He was so punctual and self-effacing that some said he was “either a 
fool or saint.”  The wise St. Alphonsus shortened his novitiate and Gerard professed his vows in 1752 at the age of 26.  Aside from the 
traditional vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience he vowed “to always do that which seemed   pleasing to God.”.  The famed biographer 
of both Alphonsus  Liguori and Gerard , Fr Tannoia, tells the story, “I saw the novice Gerard was  at prayer before the tabernacle  then I 
heard  Gerard shout out , ‘Lord let me go, I pray thee! I have work I must do.’” 
 

As a professed brother he served the community as tailor, infirmarian, beggar, and assistant to the priests when they went on their 
missions. This last duty was assigned to him because he was known to possess the gift of reading souls.  His official biography tells of 
twenty instances of his revealing the hidden wickedness to others that led to their repentance.  It is also noted that Gerard possessed the 
gifts of ecstatic flight and bilocation. In addition, he was endowed with “infused knowledge.”  Examples of this are his knowledge of the 
murder of a priest fifty miles away at the time it happened, and of the bad conscience of the secretary to an Archbishop of a distant diocese. 
His bilocation, the ability to be in two places simultaneously, is famous. He was seen tending to a sick man in a rural village while talking 
with a friend in the monastery.  There is a story that the rector of the monastery looked for him in his cell and could not find him. When the 
Rector saw him in the chapel he asked where he was. Gerard responded, “In my cell” The rector said, “I looked there twice.”  Gerard 
explained that he had asked God to make him invisible so he would not be disturbed.  The Rector told him “I forgive you this time but don’t 
make such a prayer again.”  
 

But it is not these miracles that led to his canonization but rather his unsurpassing holiness and his devotion to charity.  Leo XIII referred to 
him as, “One of those angelic youths whom God has given to the world as models to men.” Pius XI said, “Gerard was a perfect model for 
those in his condition, the lay brothers.” His reputation allowed him to be the spiritual director of communities of nuns, an activity not 
usually associated with the non-ordained.  His conferences and letters urged gentleness to a prioress, vigilance to a novice, tranquility to a 
parish priest and conformity with the divine will to all.    
 

In spite of his renowned holiness, or perhaps because of it, he was accused of lechery (excessive sexual desire or lustfulness) by a young 
woman. When questioned by Alphonsus he did not deny the charge thinking that the rule of the Congregation “forbade us from excusing 
ourselves.”  So, he was forbidden to receive holy communion and was not allowed to have contact with anyone outside the community. 
This imprisonment endured for weeks until the women and her accomplice confessed to having lied and trumping up the charge. 
After this ordeal he was sent to the Congregation’s house in Naples.  So many people wanted to see him that the house was overwhelmed. 
He was then transferred to another more rural house. There he acted as porter. He saw to the needs of a constant stream of beggars. He 
fed, clothed, and warmed two hundred men and women daily one year amid an extremely hard winter.   
 

In his 29th year of life he suffered from tuberculosis; a disease not uncommon in the poorer regions of Italy. He lingered for several weeks 
suffering physically while experiencing ecstasy. He died on the day and the hour he had previously foretold just before midnight of 
October 15-16, 1755.  He was canonized in 1904. 
 

His intercession is sought for children, unborn children, women in childbirth, mothers, expectant mothers, motherhood, the falsely 
accused, good confession and lay brothers.  Throughout Italy, and now throughout the Catholic world, he is known as “il santi dei felice 
parti,” “the saint of happy child births”. This association is derived from the story of a time he was visiting a family a few months before his 
death. Having accidently dropped a handkerchief the daughter of the home picked it up and ran after Gerard to return it. Gerard 
reportedly said, “Keep it, you may need it someday.” The girl kept the handkerchief. A year later while she was about to die in childbirth, 
she called for the handkerchief to be brought to her.  Upon receiving the handkerchief her pain subsided and she gave birth to a healthy 
child in an era where only one out of three pregnancies resulted in a live birth.   
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Litany of St Gerard 

St. Gerard, wise counselor in vocational discernment, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, faithful and faith filled Redemptorist missionary brother, 
pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, trusted friend of all mothers, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, intercessor for all women who seek motherhood, pray for 
us.  
 
St. Gerard, intercessor for couples who are finding it difficult to con-
ceive, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, consoler of those unable to conceive, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, intercessor for women with difficult or risky pregnancies, 
pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard, patron of safe deliveries, pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard patron of first time, single and teenage mothers, pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard patron of stepmothers and foster mothers pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard patron of birth mothers and adoptive mothers pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard patron of mothers of children with special needs, pray for 
us. 
 
St. Gerard, protector of mothers and children who are immigrants, 
refugees, and migrants, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, intercessor for mothers who also work outside the home, 
pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard, most kind friend of the poor and home -less, marginalized 
and excluded, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, protector of all girls and women, victims of all types of 
abuse, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, protector of children who are sick, pray for us.  
 

Lamb of God who take away the sins of the world 
 Spare us o Lord 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
 Graciously, hear us, o Lord 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world 
 Have mercy on us 
Pray for us St. Gerard 
              That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 

Lord, have mercy on us 
 Christ have mercy on us 
Lord have mercy on us, Christ hear us 
 Christ graciously hear us 
God the Father of heaven 
 Have mercy on us 
God   the Son, Redeemer of the world 
 Have mercy on us 
God the Holy spirit 
 Have mercy on us 
Holy Trinity One God 
 Have mercy on us. 
Holy Mary, Mother of Perpetual Help, pray for us 
 
St.  Joseph, foster father of the Christ, pray for us 
 
St, Alphonsus, founder of the Congregation of the Most Holy Re-
deemer, pray for us 
 
St. Gerard Majella, pray for us 
 
St. Gerard, child of God and special friend of Jesus, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, living image of the crucified Christ, pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard, lover of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrament, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, devoted to Mary, our Blessed Mother, pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard, endowed with extraordinary graces from early childhood, 
pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, worker of wondrous miracles, pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard, humble and obedient servant of God, pray for us. 
St. Gerard, desiring only to please God in all things and all times, pray 
for us.  
 
St. Gerard, seeker of God’s holy will and loving plan in all things, pray 
for us. 
 
St. Gerard, great lover of prayer and work, pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard, admirable model of heroic obedience, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, truly wise and humble with childlike simplicity, pray for 
us. 
 
St. Gerard, patron of a good confession, pray for us. 
 
St. Gerard, silent victim of embarrassing lies, pray for us.  
 
St. Gerard, supernaturally enlightened spiritual guide, pray for us. 

O God who was pleased to draw blessed Gerard to yourself rom his youth and to render  him conformable to the image of your 
crucified Son grant we beseech you that following his example, we may be transformed into the self -same image. 
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Liturgical Prayer  
 
Note bene, the memorial St. Gerard does not appear on the liturgical calendar of the USA. Therefore, we have no liturgical prayer.  
Below is a prayer that closes an annual nine-day celebration in Dundalk, Ireland 
 
Almighty and Eternal God, we thank you for the gift of St. Gerard and the example of his life. Because St. Gerard always had 
complete faith and trust in you, you blessed him with great powers of help and healing. Through him, you showed your loving 

concern for all those who suffered or were in need. You never failed to hear his prayer on their behalf. Today, through St. 
Gerard's powerful intercession, you continue to show your love for all those who place their trust in you. And so, Father, full 

of faith and confidence, and in thanksgiving for all the wonderful things you have done for us, we place ourselves before you 
today. Through the intercession of St. Gerard, hear our petitions, and if it is your holy will, grant them. Amen. 
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SAINTS OF THE CHAPEL 

Saint John the Baptist 
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John the Baptist was born of Zechariah the High priest and his wife Elizabeth the cousin of Mary.  From the Scriptures, (Luke 1/5-25; 
57-80) we know that his father was struck dumb (unable to speak) due to his doubt. It is believed that on a particular day of his 
ministry at the temple Zechariah was visited by an angel who struck fear in him when he was told his barren wife Elizabeth would 
conceive a child. Eight days after Elizabeth gave birth the child was brought to the temple for the ritual circumcision. At this time it 
was the duty of the father to name the child.  While it was customary for a child to receive the name of a male ancestor Elizabeth 
urged that he be given the name John. Zechariah wrote on a table “His name shall be John.” At this moment, his voice returned, and 
he broke out in the great song of love and thanksgiving known today as the Benedictus.  The Benedictus, also known as the Canticle 
of Zechariah (Luke 1/68-79) is a principal part of the Church’s morning prayer (Lauds).  
 
The Scripture is silent about John’s early days. He appears  as an adult preaching in the wilderness where eventually he becomes the 
baptizer of Jesus and the proclaimer of the earliest witness to Jesus when he cries out,  “Behold the lamb of God that takes away the 
sin of the world” (John 1/29). John’s death came about, as told by the gospel writer Mark. John had made it known Herod was in an 
illicit relationship with the wife of his brother Philip. This woman, Herodias, by name became angry with John.  During a subsequent 
banquet her daughter, traditionally called Salome, performed for the king. As a gift for her performance she was given the 
opportunity to ask for whatever she wanted. Colluding with her mother she asked that John be decapitated (Mark 6/17-29). 
 
St. Augustine, remarked that “The Church celebrates the festivals of saints on the day of their death, which in the true estimate of 
things is their great birthday to eternal life.” He adds “that the birthday of St. John the Baptist forms an exception because he was 
sanctified in his mother’s womb so that he came into the world sinless.”  Thus, to this day the Church’s liturgical calendar celebrates 
June 24 as the Nativity of John the Baptist and August 29 as the Passion of John the Baptist. The former as a Solemnity, the later as a 
memorial. 
 
Throughout the ages John has been said to have been imbued with many graces prior to his birth. The famed historian Josephus 
writes of John in his Jewish Antiquities  saying,  “He was indeed a man endued with all virtue, who exhorted the Jews to  the practice 
of justice towards men and piety towards God; and also to baptism, preaching that they would become acceptable to God if they 
renounced their sin and to the cleanness  of their bodies and of soul.” 
 
The Golden Legend, a medieval compilation of stories of the saints, identifies nine singular privileges enjoyed by John.  Namely, (1)
The same angel who announced the coming of the Lord announced the coming of John; (2) John leapt in his mother’s womb; (3) the 
mother of the Lord lifted him from the earth; (4) He unlocked his fathers tongue; (5) He was the first to confer baptism; (6) He 
pointed to Christ with his finger; (7) He baptize d Christ; (8) Christ praised him above all others;( 9) He foretold Christ coming to the 
souls in Limbo.  
 
John Chrysostom asks why does Christ call John a prophet?  He answers because of these nine privileges. The Legend also cites 
Ambrose who teaches that John’s praiseworthiness derives from five causes, (1) His parentage; (2) His moral conduct; (3) His 
miracles: (4). His office; and (5) His preaching.  John Chrysostom, Bernard, and as we seen Ambrose wrote and spoke eloquently 
about the many graces imbued into John.  
 
A story is told of a monk, the deacon Paul of Monte Cassino. One day Paul was asked to bless a candle. His voice became hoarse and 

to restore the health of his voice he composed a hymn for the feast of St. John the Baptist.  The first verse of this hymn roughly 
translates, “In order that your servants may sing the wonders of your deed with relaxed vocal cords absolve the quilt of polluted lips, 
O, Saint John.” 
 
Paul also tells the tale that when the Lombard king Rotary died, he was buried with a wealth of precious ornaments beside the church 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist. A greedy man broke into the tomb and stole all the treasure. Saint John appeared to the man and 
said, “How dare you touch what was committed to my care? From now on you cannot enter my church” “And that is exactly what 
happened,” says Paul, “Whenever the man tried to enter the church he was repelled by a mighty blow to the throat.” 
 
The Baptist famously says in the Scripture that he must decrease, and Christ must increase.  Augustine observes that this reality 
corresponds to their days of birth. Augustine says, “At the time of John’s birth the days begin to shorten and at the time of Christ’s 
birth the days grow longer.” It is noted that the solstice come ten days before Christ and John’s liturgical birthdays. Augustine adds 
“So it was also in their deaths: Christ’s body was heightened on the cross, John’s was lessened by a head.” 
 
The figure of John the Baptist is easily recognized in works of art. He is depicted as being dressed in camel hair, carrying a cross, 
accompanied by a lamb. In pictures of the Holy Family he is often situated as a child sitting with Jesus at the knees of Mary. His 
Hebrew name means “Yahweh is gracious.” 
 
 



 

 

18                                                                                                                                                                                  Saints of the Chapel 

 St. John the Baptist is Patron of Jordan, Puerto Rico, the Knights Hospitaller of Jerusalem, French Canada, Newfoundland, Cesena, 
Florence, Genoa, Monza, Perth (Scotland), Porto, San Juan, Turin, and many other places. In the United States he is the patron of five 
dioceses; Charleston, SC; Dodge City, KS; Paterson, NJ; Portland, ME; and Savannah, Ga. 
 
Saint John the Baptist is the name of our Church and many churches around the world. The Cathedral of the Most Holy Savior and of 
Saints John the Baptist and the Evangelist in the Lateran (Italian: Santissimo Salvatore e Santi Giovanni Battista ed Evangelista in 
Laterano), or simply the Lateran is one of the four major papal basilicas in the eternal city.  It is the Cathedral church of the Hol y 
Father as the Bishop of Rome. The large Latin inscription on the facade reads: Clemens XII Pont Max Anno V Christo Salvatori In 

Hon SS Ioan Bapt et Evang. This abbreviated inscription translates as: "Pope Clement XII, in the fifth year [of his Pontificate, 
dedicated this building] to Christ the Savior, in honor of Saints John the Baptist and [John] the Evangelist.” It is considered the 
mother Church of the Catholic faith. On the archbasilica's front wall between the main portals is a plaque inscribed with the 
words "SACROS LATERAN ECCLES OMNIUM VRBIS ET ORBIS ECCLESIARVM MATER ET CAPUT" ("Most Holy Lateran 
Church, mother and head of all the churches in the city and the world.”)  

Lord have mercy on us 
 Christ have mercy on us 
 
Christ hear us 
 Christ graciously hear us 
 
God the father of heaven 
 Have mercy on us 
 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world 
 Have mercy on us 
 
God the Holy Ghost 
 Have mercy on us 
 
Holy Trinity One God 
 Have mercy on us 
 
Holy Mary, pray for us 
 
Queen of the prophets, pray for us 
 
Queen of martyrs, pray for us 
 
St. John the Baptist, pray for us 
 
St Joh the Baptist precursor of Christ, pray for us 
 
St john the Baptist, glorious fore runner of the sun of justice, 
 pray for us 
 
St, John the Baptist minister of baptism to Jesus, pray for us 
 
St. John the Baptist burning and shining lamp of the world, pray for us 
 

St. John the Baptist angel of purity before your birth, pray for us 
 
St. John the Baptist special friend and favorite of Jesus, pray for us 
 
St. John the Baptist, heavenly contemplative whose element was 
prayer, pray for us 
 
St. John the Baptist, intrepid preacher of truth, pray for us 
 
St. John the Baptist, voice crying in the wilderness, pray for us 
 
St. John the Baptist, miracle of mortification and penance, pray for us 
 
St. John the Baptist, example of profound humility, pray for us 
 
 
St. John the Baptist, glorious martyr of zeal for God’s holy law, pray 
for us 
 
St. John the Baptist, gloriously fulfilling your mission, pray for us 
 

Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world 
 Spare us O Lord 
 
Lamb of God who take away the sins of the world  
 Hear us O Lord 
 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world 
 Have mercy on us 
 
Christ hear us 
 Christ graciously hear us 
 
Pray for us, O glorious St. John the Baptist 
 
 That we may be made worth of the promises of Christ 

Litany of St John the Baptist  

O God, who has honored the world by the birth of St. John the Baptist, grant that your faithful people may rejoice in the way of eternal salvation 
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                                                         Liturgical Prayer 

Collect for The Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist   At the Vigil, June 23: 
Grant, we pray, That your family may walk in the way of salvation and, attentive to what Saint John the precursor urged many come 
safely to the One he foretold, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Prayer over the Offerings for the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist at the Vigil, June 23 
Look with favor, O Lord upon the offerings made by your people on the Solemnity of Saint John the Baptist and grant that what we 
celebrate in mystery we may follow with deeds of devoted service. 
 

Prayer after Communion for the Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist at the Vigil, June 23 
May the marvelous prayer of Saint John the Baptist accompany us  who have eaten our fill at this sacrificial feast, O Lord, and since 
Saint John proclaimed  your Son to be the Lamb who take away our sins, may he implore now for us your favor. 
 

Collect for the Solemnity of the Nativity of  St. John the Baptist at the Mass during the day, June 24: 
O, God, who raised un St. John the Baptist to make ready a nation fit for Christ the Lord 
Give your people, we pray, the grace of spiritual joys and direct the hearts of all the faithful into the way of salvation and peace. 
 

Prayer over the Offerings for the Solemnity of the Nativity St. John the Baptist, at the Mass during the day, June 24 
 
We place these offerings on your altar, O Lord, to celebrate with fitting honor the nativity of him who both foretold the coming of the 
world’s savior and pointed him out when he came. 
 

Prayer after Communion for the Solemnity of the Nativity of St.  John the Baptist, at the Mass during the day, June 24 
 
Having feasted at the banquet of the heavenly Lamb we pray, O Lord, that, finding joy in the nativity of Saint John the Baptist, your 
Church may know as the author of her rebirth the Christ whose coming John foretold. 
 

Collect for the Memorial of the Passion of St. John the Baptist, August 29: 
O God, who willed that St. John the Baptist should go ahead of your son both in his birth and death, grant that, as he died a martyr for 
truth and justice, we too may fight hard for the confession of what you teach.  
 

Prayer over the Offerings for the Memorial of the Passion of St, John the Baptist, August 29 
Through these offerings which we bring you, O, Lord, grant that we may make straight your paths, as taught by that voice crying in 
the desert, Saint John the Baptist, who powerfully sealed his teaching by the shedding of his blood. 
 

Prayer after Communion for the Memorial of the Passion of St. John the Baptist, August 28 
Grant, O, Lord, as we celebrate the heavenly birth of Saint John the Baptist, that we may revere, for what it signifies, the saving 
Sacrament we have received, and, even more, may rejoice at its clear effects  in us. 
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SAINTS OF THE CHAPEL 

Saint Mary of Magdala 
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The Hebrew and Greek equivalent of the name Mary was quite common. The eponym Magdalen is derived from her place of origin, a town on the 
western coast of the sea of Galilee. Several women in the New Testament have been identified as Mary of Magdala.  Since the time of Gregory the 
Great (c. 590-604 ) the Western church identified the unnamed woman who was a sinner (Luke 7/37-50), Mary Magdalen, a follower of the Lord 
(Luke 8/ 1-30) and john 20/10-18), and Mary of Bethany the sister of Lazarus and Martha (Luke 10/38-42) as one single person. However, it must 
be noted that some such as Ambrose, Jerome, Albert the Great and Thomas Aquinas question this conflation. Aquinas underscored her title as 
“Apostle of the Apostles” which first appeared in the writings of Hippolytus. 
 

Luke identifies an unnamed woman as a notorious sinner, but not a prostitute as some imagine, who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears, dried them 
with her hair, and anointed them with the expensive ointment. The sister of Martha and Lazarus was the one to whom Jesus said she has chosen the 
better part. 
 

In the eighth chapter of Luke a woman named Mary Magdala appears with other women as followers of Jesus. She is said to have been relieved of 
seven demons. Mary Magdala is also identified as one who stood at a distance from the cross. In John 20 the name Mary Magdala appears again as 
the woman who found the tomb empty, sought Simon and the beloved disciple and to whom Jesus appeared in his resurrected form. This Mary is 
not spoken of in any other scriptural accounts aside from the Gospels. There are however numerous legendary accounts about the remainder of her 
life. 
 

The Eastern churches, both Catholic and Orthodox, claim after the Pentecost Mary Magdala accompanied the Blessed Mother and St. John to 
Ephesus where she died and was buried. According to the traditions of France she with Lazarus, and Martha set foot on their shores. Of her arrival 
in France at the port of Marseilles much lore surrounds. One is that after Stephen was killed, the disciples were dispersed. Mary was placed in the 
care of Maximin, one of the 72. They, the Magdala and Maximin, along with Martha and Lazarus, were placed on board a ship without a rudder so 
that they might drown. But by God’s will they landed in Marseilles. There Mary began to fervently preach Christ. It is said, “All who heard her were 
in admiration of her beauty, eloquence and the sweetness of her message…and no wonder that the mouth which had pressed such pious and 
beautiful kisses on the Savior’s feet should breathe forth the perfume of the Word of God more profusely than others.”  
 

Continuing the French tradition, she lived the last 30 years of her life in a cave, today called La Sainte Baume. Nearing death she was miraculously 
transported to the chapel of Saint Maximin where she received the last sacraments and was buried by that Saint. The cave remains a site of 
pilgrimage today. 
 

An eleventh century tale refers to the relics of St. Mary Magdala which had been housed in the Abbey of Vezelay in Burgundy. There are many 
curious tales about the saint, that come from the middle ages, most of them are considered baseless. One such tale found in the Golden Legend is 
that she was the fiancé of John the Evangelist. When Jesus called John, he left her. The legend states, “She shed tears  of indignation that her 
husband had been taken from her and went and gave herself to all delight; but because it was unfitting that the calling of St. John should be the 
occasion of her damnation, the Lord mercifully converted her to penance. Because  He had taken her from her sovereign delight of the flesh, He 
replenished her with sovereign delight before all others, that is the love of God.”  
 

The Golden Legend tells us that the name Mary is interpreted as amarum mare, bitter sea, or as illuminator or illuminated. These three meanings 
stand for three parts of which Mary “made the best choice,” namely the part of penance, the part of inward contemplation and the part of heavenly 
glory. The legend continues, “the bitterness of her penances produced the abundant tears with which she bathed the feet of Jesus. In contemplation 
she received the light which allowed her to enlighten others.  
 

Another legend is that she appeared to the governor of a province and his wife in dreams and rendered them capable of bearing a child which, 
heretofore, they were unable. Unfortunately, the woman and the child died during childbirth while on a pilgrimage voyage to visit Peter leaving the 
governor bereft. He buried his wife on a secluded island and left the dead child lying between her breasts. Nevertheless, he continued his pilgrimage 
and was led by Peter to the holy places of Christ’s life. Upon his return to France, two years later, he revisited that island and miraculously found 
both child and mother alive and well. He and his family returned to Marseilles and found Mary Magdalene. They threw themselves at her feet and 
received baptism by the blessed Maximin. In the aftermath they destroyed many pagan temples and built churches to Christ.  
 

Stories abound about the miracles attributed to Mary. While she lived in the cave, she was carried aloft by angels at the canonical hours of prayer. In 
the time of Charlemagne (769) Gerard the Duke of Burgundy and his wife were unable to conceive until fetching the relics of Mary Magdalen and 
transporting them to the Abby of Vezelay. A knight who frequently visited the relics of Mary was killed in battle. He rose from his bier when his 
parents made supplication to Mary Magdalen.  A man who lost his eyesight went on pilgrimage to the Abby. On his journey he prayed to the 
Magdalen that he be allowed to see the church. His sight was immediately restored.  There was a man who wrote down his sins and placed the paper 
under the rug before the Magdalen’s altar. Later he recovered the paper and found that his sins had been wiped out.  
 

As said previously, many legends abound about the woman. Her name appears in some of the gnostic writings. The earliest image of Mary Magdala 
is a fresco on the wall of the Dura-Europa’s Church which dates to c. 240.  She is the subject of many of the great works of art throughout history 
often depicted as the penitent, one of the woman at the foot of the cross, the myrrh bearer, the woman in the garden whom Jesus says “Do not touch 
me for I have not risen to my Father.” 
 

When Pope Paul VI revised the General Roman Calendar in 1969 he commented, regarding the annual memorial day of July 22 saying; "No 
change has been made in the title of today's memorial but it concerns only Saint Mary Magdalene, to whom Christ appeared after his resurrection. It 
is not about the sister of Saint Martha, nor about the sinful woman whose sins the Lord forgave. . .it will make mention neither of Mary of Bethany 
nor of the sinful woman but only of Mary Magdalen, the first person to whom Christ appeared after the Resurrection.” 
 

Pope Francis elevated the memory of Mary Magdalene to the status of Festivity on July 22, 2016 to stress the importance of this faithful disciple of 
Christ. She is the patron saint of the contemplative life, converts, glove makers, hairstylists, penitent sinners, people ridiculed for their piety, 
perfumeries and perfumers, pharmacists, and women 
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Wounded with the love of Christ, pray for us, 
 

Dear to the heart of Jesus, pray for us, 
 
Constant woman, pray for us, 
 
Last at the cross of Jesus, pray for us, 

First at His Tomb, pray for us, 
 
First to see Jesus risen, pray for us, 
 
Whose forehead was sanctified by the touch of the risen master, 
pray for us, 
 
Apostle of the Apostles pray for us, 
 
Who chose the better part, pray for us, 
 
Who lived for many years in solitude, pray for us, 
 
Who was visited by angels seven time per day, pray for us, 
 
Sweet advocate of sinners, pray for us, 
 
Spouse of the King of glory, pray for us, 
 
Saint Mary Magdalen earnestly intercede for us with the Divine 
Master 

 

Lord have mercy on us 
 Christ have mercy on us 
Lord have mercy on us. Christ hear us 
 Christ graciously hear us 
Holy Mary Mother of God pray for us. 
 
St, Mary Magdalen, pray for us. 
 
Sister of Martha and Lazarus pray for us. 
 
You who entered the house of the pharisee and anointed the feet 
of Jesus, pray for us, 
 
Who washed His feet with your tears, pray for us, 
 
Who dried them with your hair, pray for us, 
 
Who covered them with kisses, pray for us, 
 
Who was vindicated by Jesus before the proud Pharisee, pray 
for us, 
 
Who from Jesus received the pardon from sins, pray for us, 
 
Who from darkness was restored to light, pray for us, 
 
Mirror of penance, pray for us, 
 
Disciple of Our Lord pray for us, 

Litany of Saint Mary Magdala 

That we may share your happiness in heaven. 
May the glorious merits of blessed Mary Magdalen we beseech thee, O Lord, make our offerings acceptable to You for Your only 

begotten Son vouchsafed graciously to accept the humble service she rendered.  
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Liturgical Prayer  
 

Collect for July 22 
O God, whose Only Begotten Son entrusted Mary Magdalene before all others with announcing the great joy of the Resurrection, 
grant we pray, that through her intercession and example we may proclaim the living Christ and come to see him reigning in your 
glory. 
 

Prayer over the Offerings for July 22 
Accept, O Lord, the offerings presented in commemoration of Saint Mary Magdalene, whose homage of charity was graciously ac-
cepted by your Only Begotten Son 
 

Payer after Communion for July 22 
May the holy reception of your mysteries, Lord, instill in us that persevering love with which Mary Magdalene clung resolutely to 

Christ her master. 
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SAINTS OF THE CHAPEL 

Saint Maria Goretti,  

Virgin and Martyr 
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Maria Goretti was born to her parents Luigi Goretti and Assunta Carlini on October 16,  1890. She was the third of seven children. In 
1896 the family moved from the village of Cornalso. They eventually settled near the city of Notturno in a marshy area outside of 
Rome. Almost immediately, her father died from malaria. Her mother struggled to raise her family. They suffered under grave 
poverty and shared a house with another family. The child Maria, called by her diminutive name Marietta, was “more cheerful and 
encouraging” to her beleaguered mother than the others.   
 
On a hot July afternoon in 1902 the twelve-year-old Marietta was sitting on her staircase mending a shirt. The 18-year-old 
Alexandro, the son of the family Maria’s family shared a house with, invited her into his bedroom. She refused. He persisted, seized 
her, and pulled her into the bedroom.  Maria protested vehemently crying out that what he was about to do was a sin. Her pleas were 
not heard. Maria was stabbed multiple times by Alexander and left for dead. When discovered she was transported to a hospital 
mortally wounded.  
 
Her final hours were witnessed by her mother, the parish priest of Notturno, a Spanish noblewoman and two nuns. They heard her 
express concern for her mother and forgiveness of her murderer. She received viaticum from the priest. 
 
Alexandro was arrested, tried, and sentenced to 30 years of penal servitude. For most of his sentence he was said to have remained 
“surly, brutal and unrepentant.” In a dream Maria appeared before him gathering flowers that she offered to him. From that moment 
on he was transformed to a model prisoner, so much so that his sentence was commuted. Upon his release he immediately visited 
Maria’s mother and begged forgiveness. They went to Mass together. 
 
In the years after her untimely death people recalled the “sweetness of her life.” Many prayed for her intercession and a number of 
miracles were attributed to her. On April 27, 1947 Maria Goretti was declared Blessed by Pope Pius XII. When announcing her 
beatification, from the balcony of St. Peters, the Pope was accompanied by Maria’s 82-year-old mother, two of her sisters and her 
brother. To the full plaza beneath them the Holy Father presented Maria as “Another Agnes” calling down “woe on the corrupters of 
charity in press and theater and cinema and fashion studios.” Pius went on to say, “In our day women have been thrown even into 
military service with grave consequences.” In 1950 Maria was canonized to what was then the largest recorded crowd for a 
canonization. Her attacker attended the canonization. He went on to become a lay brother of the Capuchin Franciscans until he died 
in 1970. 
 
While a violent and unjust death alone is not sufficient to receive the title of martyr Maria’s death which occurred due to her defense 
of her virginal virtue was equal to her having died for the faith. One Cardinal Solliti opined, “Even had she not been a martyr, she 
would still have been a saint, so holy was her everyday life.”  
 
Her life is the subject of several Italian movies. She is represented in art as a wavy-haired young farmer girl dressed in white holding 
a bouquet of 14 lilies representing her 14 stab wounds.  She is the patron saint of chastity, the victims of rape, teenage girls, poverty, 
purity, and forgiveness. She is known as the “Little Saint of Great Mercy.” 

Liturgical Prayer 
 

Collect for July 6 
O God, author of innocence and lover of chastity, who bestowed the grace of martyrdom, on your handmaid, the Virgin Saint Maria 
Goretti in her youth, grant, we pray, thorough her intercession that as you gave her a crown for her steadfastness so we too may be 
firm in obeying your commandments. 
 

Prayer over the Offerings for a Virgin Martyr 
May the offerings we bring in celebration of saint Maria Goretti win your gracious acceptance, O Lord, we pray just as the struggle of 
her suffering and passion was pleasing to you. 
 

Prayer after Communion for a Virgin Martyr 
O God, who bestowed on blessed Maria Goretti a crown, among the Saints for her twofold triumph of virginity and martyrdom, grant, 

we pray, through the power of this Sacrament, that, bravely overcoming every evil we may attain the glory of heaven 

There is no Litany of Maria Goretti. However, there are versions of many Novenas offered by various organizations in her memory 
that can be easily found. 
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SAINTS OF THE CHAPEL 

Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus, 

Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
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Saint Theresa of the Child Jesus is the religious name of Marie Francois Therese Martin. She was the daughter of Louis Martin and 
his wife Amelie-Marie Guerin. She is commonly referred to as the “Little Flower.” She is the youngest of their five surviving 
children. Born on January 2,1873 she entered the Carmelite Order in the city of Lisieux, France on April 9,1888 at the age of 15. This 
was very unusual at the time because of her age. In fact, she followed her two older sisters to the same convent. Her novice mistress 
said, “She surprised the community by her bearing which was marked by a certain dignity that one would not expect in a child of 
fifteen.” She was professed two years later in 1890 making her vows to her superior who was also her biological sister.  A few days 
before her profession she wrote, “Before setting out, my Betrothed asked me which way and through which country I would travel. I 
replied that I had only one wish; to reach the height of the mountain of Love.” She continued “Then Our Savior took me by the hand 
and led me into a subterranean way, where it is neither hot nor cold, where the sun never shines, where neither rain nor wind find 
entrance; a tunnel where I see nothing but a half veiled light, the brightness shining from the eyes of Jesus looking down. . . I wish at 
all costs to win the palm of Agnes. If it cannot be by blood it must be by love.” 
 
Therese was ordered by her religious superior to keep a spiritual journal. This undertaking is known today as her autobiography 
entitled, “The Story of a Soul.” She was an assiduous reader of the bible and her journal contains many scriptural texts and deep 
spiritual wisdom. Of prayer she famously writes, “With me prayer is a lifting up of the heart, a look towards heaven, a cry of 
gratitude and love uttered equally in sorrow and in joy. . . I have not the courage to look through books for beautiful prayers. I do as a 
child who has not learned to read, I just tell our Lord all that I want, and He understands.” Therese speaks also of her imperfections, 
such as her impatience with a fellow nun who fidgeted with her rosary.   
 
Her autobiography concludes with these words, “I entreat thee to set thy Divine Eyes upon a vast number of little souls; I entreat thee 
to choose in this world a legion of little victims of they love. I am a very little soul who can only offer very little things to our Lord.” 
Thus, her spirituality is known as “the little way.” 
 
In 1894, her father died after suffering several strokes. Another sister, who was caring for him entered the convent becoming the 
fourth of the Martin sisters to do so. For eighteen months Therese suffered deeply from tuberculosis.  Before being taken to the 
convent’s infirmary she uttered three statements that have reverberated around the world since. She said: 

“I have never given the good God aught but love, and it is with love that he will repay. After my death I will let fall a shower 
of roses.”  
“I will spend my heaven in doing good upon earth”  
“My little way is the way of spiritual childhood, the way of trust and absolute surrender.”  
 

From August 16 until the day of her death on September 30 of 1897 she was unable to receive Holy Communion, but words of divine 
love emanated from her lips. 
 
So many miracles were attributed to her intercession that the Holy See dispensed from the mandatory fifty-year period which must 
elapse before the canonization process to begin. In 1923 she was beatified by Pius XI and declared to be among the saints in 1925. 
Her feast day was made obligatory for the Western church. In 1927 she was named to be the heavenly patron of all foreign missions 
along with Saint Francis Xavier, and all works for Russia. In 1955 Pius XII decreed her to be a co-patron of France alongside Joan of 
Arc. 
 
St Therese consciously set out to be a saint. She said of herself, “The good God would not inspire unattainable desires. I may then, in 
spite of my littleness aspire to holiness. I cannot make myself greater, I must bear with myself just as I am with all my imperfections. 
But I want to seek a way to heaven, a new way, very short, very straight, little path. We live in an age of inventions. The trouble of 
walking upstairs no longer exists, in the houses of the rich there is a lift instead. I would like to find a lift to raise me to Jesus for I am 
too little to go up the steep steps of perfections. . . then I read these words from Eternal wisdom: “whoever is a little one let him come 
to me” . 
 
Therese of Lisieux has been one of the most popular saints of the 20th century. Originally her feast day was placed on the calendar to 
be October 3. In 1969 Paul VI moved it to October 1 the day of her birthday in heaven. She is the patron of aviators, florists, 
illnesses, and missions. On October 19,1997 John Paul II declared her the 33rd Doctor of the Church. She is the youngest person to 
receive this honor and is only one of four women. The others being Teresa of Avila, Hildegard of Bingen, and Catherine of Siena.  
Her earthly remains are in the crypt of a Basilica erected in her honor in the city of Lisieux. The lives of her parents have been 
examined and they were the first spouses to be proposed for canonization as a couple. They were canonized on October 18, 2015.  
Therese’s older sister Leonine who was the only one the five sisters who did not become a Carmelite, but a Sister of the Visitation 
Congregation is also a candidate for sainthood.  
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St. Therese, wounded with a Heavenly flame,  pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, victim of Divine Love, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, patient in sufferings, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, eager for humiliations, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, consumed with love of God, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, rapt in ecstasy, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese dedicated to pray for priests, pray for us, 
 
Who refused God nothing, pray for us. 
 
Who desired always to be as a little child, pray for us. 
 
Who taught the way of spiritual childhood, pray for us. 
 
Who gave perfect example of trust in God, pray for us. 
 
Whom Jesus filled with a desire for suffering, pray for us. 
 
Who found perfection in the little things, pray for us. 
 
Who sought bitterness in this life, pray for us. 
 
Who told us to call you “little Therese” pray for us. 
 
Who gained countless souls for Christ, pray for us. 
 
Who promised, after her death, a shower of roses, pray for us. 
 
Who foretold:  "I will spend my heaven doing good upon earth,"  
pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, Patroness of the Missions, pray for us. 
 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world, 
           Spare us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world, 
           Graciously hear us, O Lord. 
Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of world, 
       Have mercy on us. 
 
Pray for us, Saint Therese, 
 That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ 
 
 
 

   Litany of St. Therese of the Child Jesus 

Lord have mercy on us. 
Christ have mercy on us. 
Lord have mercy on us. Christ, hear us. 
Christ, graciously hear us. 
God, the Father of Heaven, 
have mercy on us. 
God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 
have mercy on us. 
God the Holy Ghost, 
have mercy on us. 

 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 
 
Our Lady of Victory, pray for us. 
 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese of the Child Jesus, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese of the Holy Face, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, spouse of Jesus, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, child of Mary, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, devoted to Joseph, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, angel of innocence, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, model child, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, pattern of religious, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, flower of Carmel, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, zealous to save soul, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, converter of hardened hearts, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, healer of the diseased, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, filled with love for the Blessed Sacrament, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, filled with Angelic fervor, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, filled with loyalty to the Holy Father, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, filled with a tender love for the Church, pray for us. 
 
St. Therese, filled with extraordinary love for God and neighbor,  
pray for us. 

Hear our prayer, O Lord, we beseech Thee, as we venerate Saint Therese, Thy Virgin and martyr of love and longing to make Thee 
Loved, and grant us, through her intercession, the gift of child like simplicity and the spirit of complete dedication to Thy service. 
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Liturgical Prayer 
 

Collect for October 1 
O God, who open your kingdom to those who are humble and to little ones, lead us to follow, trustingly in the little way of Saint 
Therese, so that though her intercession we may see your eternal glory revealed. 
 

Prayer over Offerings for Oct 1 
As we proclaim your wonders in Saint Therese, O Lord, we humbly implore your majesty, that, as her merits were pleasing to you, 
so, too our dutiful service may find favor in your sight. 
 

Prayer After Communion for October 1 
May the Sacrament we have received, O Lord, kindle in us the force that love with which Saint Therese dedicated herself to you and 
longed to obtain your mercy for all.  
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